Course Title: Holy Sites in the Holy Land: Conflict or Co-existence?

Lecturer: Professor Yitzhak Reiter

Course Number: 8634000-31

Academic Year: 2021-22

Duration: October 13t — January 22t

Course Description

Landscape is the product of struggle and compromise within and between human societies,
and it embodies elements of politics, identity, memory, oblivion, resistance and other aspects
that together create the full range of spatial expressions of human activity. The landscape
also receives various interpretations and there is a competition for the legitimacy of the
expression. The landscape expresses the hegemonic identity of the ruling majority. For this
reason, challenging the hegemonic landscape is the spatial-social expression of a minority
group that has formed its identity and is looking for ways to deal with the rule of the
hegemonic majority and the processes of exclusion that the majority adopts. The alternative
landscape that the minority group seeks to create is guided by a historical narrative that
competes with the official history of the state and with the narratives of the majority. The
course deals with the political essence of a landscape, the conditions under which the
landscape, and especially the sacred landscape becomes an arena of dispute, and the
characteristics of the conflicts over the design of the landscape and the manner of managing

conflicts around it.

The course will focus on the contested holy places as symbolic assets in Israel compared to

case studies from other places in the world.
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Objectives

The objective of this course is to provide students with a multi-faceted grounding in the
historical context of and reasons for conflict or tolerance. It will enable them to identify and
distinguish between different causes of conflict and avenues for settlement, as well as making
them aware of the politicization of holy sites and sacred territory. They will also be made
aware of the contesting narratives of parties to the conflict. In addition, the course will: impart
theoretical information that can help students understand better the religious and cultural
dimensions of intercommunal conflicts or tolerating the Other; illustrate the interplay

between religious and national dimensions of conflicts by examining relevant case studies.

Anticipated Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, students will have learned how to

a) Historically contextualize the religious symbolic dimension of the Israeli/Palestinian

conflict;

(b) Identify the central issues in a piece of historical and contemporary prose and critically
assess authors arguments or interpretive schema;

(c) Articulate their ideas on the interplay between religion and politics in the context of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the Middle East;

(d) Develop an analytical approach through comparing between different case studies

(e) Develop a deeper understanding of how different faith traditions address conflicts, what
are the parameters for creating tolerance in shared holy sites and how religious symbols are

being employed for political ends.
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Methods of Delivery:

This course will make use of different methods of study: lectures, electronic media inserts,

facilitated group discussions. Regular attendance is vital to successful completion of the

course. Much of the material for the course will be conveyed through the lectures and exams

will consist of material covered in both lectures and course readings.

Grading (relevant for students solely):

Active participation 20%

Final exam 80%

Topics and Readings in English

N2V ANNPITINYA NI'YIa

1 Theoretical approaches on landscapes and holy
places

2 The case of Rachel’s tomb as a changing landscape

Hassner, R. (2009). War on Sacred Grounds. Ithaca, NY:

Cornell University Press, pp. 1-14.

Hayden, R. (2002). “Antagonistic Tolerance,” Current
Anthropology, Vol. 43, No. 2, pp. 205-231.

Reiter, Y. (2018). “Mechanisms for Coexistence” in I.
Finkelman et. al. (eds.) In Status Quo: Structures of

Negotiation. Berlin: Hatje Cantz, pp. 43-53.
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The conflict over the Nachmanides Cave in Jerusalem
compared to Christianity's conception of the sanctity
of the land

O'Donnell Polyakov, E. (2018) Constructions of
Christian Identity and the Idea of the Holy Land: A
Reciprocal Relationship, Israel Studies, Vol. 23, No. 1,

pp. 177-195.
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http://www.daat.co.il/mishpat-

ivri/havat/29-2.htm

Status quo in holy places as a tool for preserving the
symbolic landscape. The cases of the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher, the Temple Mount and the Western
Wall

Reiter, Y. (2017). Contested Holy Places in Israel-
Palestine: Sharing and Conflict Resolution (London and

New York: Routledge), pp.228-243
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The dispute over the opening of the mosque in
Beersheba compared to cases from Cyprus and

Central Europe

Allievi, S. (2010). Conflicts over Mosques in Europe:

https://stefanoallievi.it/libri/conflicts-over-mosques-

in-europe-policy-issues-and-trends/

Strohmeier, Martin: “Omeriye: A Mosque in Nicosia”,

Journal of Muslims in Europe 4, 2015, 58-69.
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Cemeteries as an arena for the struggle for identity -
the case of the Mamilla cemetery in Jerusalem

compared to Ethiopia

Santime, S. (2018), Controversy and Conflict over
Cemeteries and Burials in Wolaita, South western
Ethiopia.

International Journal of Sociology and Anthropology,

Vol. 11, pp. 1-17.
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Sharing of the sacred space in the Cave of the
Patriarchs, in the tomb of the prophet Samuel

compared to the saint tombs in India

Bigelow, A. (2010). Sharing the Sacred: Practicing
Pluralism in Muslim North India, Oxford: Oxford

University Press, pp. 195-238.

Bowman G. (ed.). 2013. Sharing the sacra: The politics
and pragmatics of intercommunal relations around holy

places. Berghahn Books: NY.
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The struggle of the women of the Western Wall over
the acquisition of a ritual space compared to Mecca in
Saudi Arabia

Hassner, R. E. (2009). The pessimist’s guide to religious
cooperation. In M. J., Breger, Y., Reiter. & L. Hammer
(Eds.), Confrontation and co-existence in holy places:

Religious, political and legal aspects in the Israeli-
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Palestinian context (pp.145-157) . London and New

York: Routledge.

The struggle for symbolic landscape in Nazareth and
the Galilee compared to the Mediterranean basin of
the Balkans and Asia

Albera D. and Couroucli M. 2012.Sharing sacred spaces
in the Mediterranean: Christians,

Muslims, and Jews at shrines and sanctuaries. Indiana
University Press: Bloomington, pp. 16-30.

Hayden R. 2002. “Antagonistic tolerance: Competitive
sharing of religious sites in South Asia and the Balkans”.

In «Current Anthropology» 42(2), pp. 205-31.
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Holy Place - National Emblem - The conflict around

the Western Wall during the Mandate compared to

conflicts on mosques in Cyprus

Great Britain, Colonial Office, Report of the

Commission Appointed... the Western Wall or Wailing

Wall in Jerusalem. London, 1930, pp. 33-60. Available:
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/

59A92104EDOODC468525625B00527FEA
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Pilgrimage and competition for public space -

Mashhad Hussein in Ashkelon compared to Nebi Musa

Friedland, R., & Hecht. R. D.(1996). The power of place:

the pilgrimage to Nebi Musa and the origins of
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Palestinian nationalism. In S. J. Denning-Bolle, & E.
Gerow, (Eds.). The persistence of religions: Essays in
honor of Kees W. Bolle (pp. 337-359.). Malibu: Undena

Publication.

Reiter, Y. (2017). Contested Holy Places in Israel-
Palestine: Sharing and Conflict Resolution (London and

New York: Routledge), pp.228-243
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The conflict over the Temple Mount compared to the | wTpn? nxnwna nan a v q030n | 12
Ram Temple / Babur Mosque in Ayodhya, India ITIN,N'TI'N 112X TADN/DN
Friedland, R. & Hecht, R. (1998) “The Bodies of 2 12'w 132002 1-01bvo (2016) . LM
Nations: A Comparative Study of Religious Violence in | 1an :D'9wn' .nan 102 nD2Y 'PaKD
Jerusalem and Ayodhya,” History of Religions, 38.2 .69-103 'ny ,n1rm 1pnn? 0wt
(November, 1998). pp. 101-149.

Hassner R. 2003. “To Halve and to Hold": Conflicts over

Sacred Space and the Problem of Indivisibility”. In

«Security Studies» 12(4), pp. 1-33.

Comparative summary and discussion of tools for w1 0220 022 YV mnnwn (T oR'o | 13

containing and resolving conflicts over competitive

spaces in the symbolic and sacred landscapes

1N0N 9112 D"NINNN D'ANTN 2V 011010

wiTpal

N3RWK MDITRND 1.J 32PN

Ashkelon

A cademic

College




lﬂl-:

anannn

sppe FEEEEEEIEEERT]

Reading materials in English

Hassner, R. (2009). War on Sacred Grounds. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, pp. 1-14.

Hayden, R. (2002). “Antagonistic Tolerance,” Current Anthropology, Vol. 43, No. 2, pp. 205-231.

Reiter, Y. (2018). “Mechanisms for Coexistence” in I. Finkelman et. al. (eds.) In Status Quo:

Structures of Negotiation. Berlin: Hatje Cantz, pp. 43-53.

O'Donnell Polyakov, E. (2018) Constructions of Christian Identity and the Idea of the Holy Land: A

Reciprocal Relationship, Israel Studies, Vol. 23, No. 1, pp. 177-195.

Reiter, Y. (2017). Contested Holy Places in Israel-Palestine: Sharing and Conflict Resolution (London

and New York: Routledge), pp.228-243

Allievi, S. (2010). Conflicts over Mosques in Europe:

https://stefanoallievi.it/libri/conflicts-over-mosques-in-europe-policy-issues-and-trends/

Strohmeier, Martin: “Omeriye: A Mosque in Nicosia”, Journal of Muslims in Europe 4, 2015, 58-

69.

Santime, S. (2018), Controversy and Conflict over Cemeteries and Burials in Wolaita, South
western Ethiopia.

International Journal of Sociology and Anthropology, Vol. 11, pp. 1-17.

Bigelow, A. (2010). Sharing the Sacred: Practicing Pluralism in Muslim North India, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, pp. 195-238.
Bowman G. (ed.). 2013. Sharing the sacra: The politics and pragmatics of intercommunal

relations around holy places. Berghahn Books: NY.

Hassner, R. E. (2009). The pessimist’s guide to religious cooperation. In M. J., Breger, Y., Reiter.

& L. Hammer (Eds.), Confrontation and co-existence in holy places: Religious, political and
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legal aspects in the Israeli-Palestinian context (pp.145-157) . London and New York:

Routledge.

Albera D. and Couroucli M. 2012.Sharing sacred spaces in the Mediterranean: Christians,
Muslims, and Jews at shrines and sanctuaries. Indiana University Press: Bloomington, pp. 16-
30.

Hayden R. 2002. “Antagonistic tolerance: Competitive sharing of religious sites in South Asia and

the Balkans”. In «Current Anthropology» 42(2), pp. 205-31.

Great Britain, Colonial Office, Report of the Commission Appointed... the Western Wall or Wailing
Wall in Jerusalem. London, 1930, pp. 33-60. Available:
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/59A92104EDO0DC468525625B00527FEA

Friedland, R., & Hecht. R. D.(1996). The power of place: the pilgrimage to Nebi Musa and the
origins of Palestinian nationalism. In S. ). Denning-Bolle, & E. Gerow, (Eds.). The persistence

of religions: Essays in honor of Kees W. Bolle (pp. 337-359.). Malibu: Undena Publication.

Reiter, Y. (2017). Contested Holy Places in Israel-Palestine: Sharing and Conflict Resolution

(London and New York: Routledge), pp.228-243

Friedland, R. & Hecht, R. (1998) “The Bodies of Nations: A Comparative Study of Religious Violence
in Jerusalem and Ayodhya,” History of Religions, 38.2 (November, 1998). pp. 101-149.
Hassner R. 2003. “To Halve and to Hold": Conflicts over Sacred Space and the Problem of

Indivisibility”. In «Security Studies» 12(4), pp. 1-33.
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Reading materials in Hebrew
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